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Overview
Background
Loanable Technology Program
Video Studio
Costs
Next Steps
Strategies for Developing Resources
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Evolution to a Media Commons
Upper Floor: Collaborative Study, 
Media Commons and Services
Lower Floor: Quiet Study, Collections, 
Audio Studio, Self-Use Studios (coming soon)
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Partners
Campus Partners:
• McKinley Health 
Services
• Writer’s Workshop
• Technology 
Services
• CITL
• The Career Center
• Residence Hall 
Library System
• Division of 
Intercollegiate 
Athletics
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Research Support
Roving iPad
Reference
Ask a Librarian, Libguides, 
Office Hours 
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Spaces
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Loanable Technology Program
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Loanable Technology
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1-Week Loanable Technology Circulation Totals
Undergraduate Library 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2012-2013 (Before Media Commons):
New to Collection:$5839.48
Replacements: $150.84
Total: $5990.32
2013-2014
New to collection: $8066.50
Replacements: $460.32
Total: $8526.82
2014-2015:
New to Collection:$7836.83
Replacements:$1408.98
Total: $9245.81
Loanable Technology Expenditures
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Video Production Studios
Okay, so you gave us the 
technology. Now what about the 
support?
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History of Video Production Studio
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Media Commons Staff
• Eric Kurt – Media Commons Coordinator
• Jake Metz – Technology Support Specialist
• 3 Media Commons Student Workers
• Editing Interns (coming soon)
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Video Production Costs
Phase 1: Where do we start?
Lights, Cameras, Backdrop, Audio…start
Phase 2: What did we miss? 
2nd Camera, stands, more audio equipment, power and more 
cables
Phase 3: How do we make it easier?
Studio specific cameras, paint the walls with green (Jolly 
Green).
Phase 4: Continue to expand based on need and efficiency
Lighting Grid, Light Dimmer, Encoding/Ingesting equipment 
to automatically record to computer vs. memory cards.
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Media Commons Website
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Use Cases of Media Studios
Started with Faculty and 
Staff 
• College of Media – Class 
Tours and Demos
• Promotional Video Shoots for 
Multiple Departments
• Public Affairs
• CITES (Central Informational 
Technology)
• General Tours and Workshops
Now
• On  Location Shoots
• ACES (Agriculture)
• Engineering
• Campus Groups and Student     
Groups
• Class Projects   
First 2 years = 340 Scheduled 
Interactions
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Audio Production Studio
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Self-Use Media Studios
Sometimes you just need something 
simple…
Extron – SMP 351
Panasonic – AW-HE2PJ
Sherwin Williams Color – Cyberspace
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Strategies for Developing Resources
• Partnerships (a little bit of bartering)
• CITL  (Interns)
• Mortenson Center (Support in exchange for Expertise 
and Training)
• Library IT (Student Workers)
• Loanable Tech for other Departments (Ethnography 
and Ag Ed)
• Donors
• Can provide service to ALL of Campus (Larger Role)
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Questions?
Eric Kurt | Media Commons Coordinator
email: ekurt@illinois.edu
mc email: mediacommons@illinois.edu
url: Mediacommons@illinois.edu
Lori Mestre | Head of Undergraduate Library 
email: lmestre@illinois.edu
Feel free to email Mediacommons@illinois.edu if you would like more 
information about any of the equipment we have purchased or tested.
